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Mr. Cushion's I)alien Canal Mission.

Captain W. G. Somers, commander of a steamer
on the Magd&lena river, Colombia, Sontl} Mnenca,
arrtved here to-day, with despatches Sfoni liogota
for the State Department relative to the mission of
Caleb Cushlng and the Dariep "banal. Prom all that
can be learned, Mr. CusltlTig's mission has been a

complete success, ant} the speculators may now set
to work and cu$ through the Isttimns after the
eminently magnanimous and liberal service this
.government has done for them through the medium
of Secretary Seward and Caleb Cashing.

tiSullutorlnl Tilt In the Senate.
The Senate has been very entertaining for tho past

few days. In tho morning, by way of stimulant, the
McUarrahun case has been taken up to stir the slug¬
gish current,beginning with a ripple and ending In
a soul stlrriug storm. To-day we were treated
again to MoLarrahan, and perhaps, as It was the last
we shall have of him for some time, it was ul60 the
best or the worst, according to taste. Senator Con¬
ness, feeling the blood of his Celtic ancestry boiling
ju bis veitis from tho covert thrusts made at him a

few days ago by the severely sober and razor-

tougucd Senator from Maine, Mr. Fesseuden, tool:
.his coat oh', figuratively speaking, and, to continue
;the metaphorical phraselogy, "sailed In." Tho gal¬
leries knew little or nothing of what the character
'of the gladiatorial contest really was, but It was

enough for them to notice the mastiff-like front or
the doughty Conuess to guoss there was tire and
Asmoke somewhere, so every attention was paid to

,the progress of tho debate below. Fessenden had
isald something bitter and biting, and meant for
some senator that nobody knew, except those inter¬
ested. Councss figured up his remarks and
concluded they were meant for him, so
be worked along at high pressure till he
reached the boiling point, a critical stage
in Parliamentary debating, then levelling one

eye on Fessenden and the other on Ben Wade, on
teen with an expression foreshadowing the out¬
burst that followed and on Fessenden with a look of
fierce defiance that ought to have made him tremble,
4ie exclaimed that what had been said or him was
"False 1 False, sir!" and that was all of It. Fessen-
(den rose with tho majesty of Maine npon him, his
Lface masked In gentle Innocence and his voice cast
8n the lowest register, sublimely self-poised and
swaying as calmly as a willow In a summer wind, he
averred be conld not understand the great
excitement which some Senators displayed. Conld he
mean it. Then bo unfolded his opinion of McGar-
rahan's cose and Boftly terminated his address by dis¬
claiming any reflection on the Senator from Califor¬
nia. But no sucn salve as that soothed the bleed-
jlng wounds of Conness. "Did he not use the word
secret»" demanded the Injured honor of the Senator
ftorn California. Again tho sleek, frail, Yankee form
Jrose np, and with nervous firmness wafted back an

affirmative. "Well, then, stand by It!" thundered
forth the unoonquered Conness. But Fessenden was
remorseless. Not satisfied with introducing his
scalpel, he was yet determined to bend and twist It
In the wound, but all so skilfully that none but the
victim could know the torture of the operation. The
fearful Fessenden made the Senate a chamber of
horrors. Inhere were more than Conness that found
the steel pierce their marrow, tint they suirered in
silence, and great will be their reward. Not so with
tthe bold spirit of the California coast. He rose in
the end superior to fate, and hurled forth contempt
for the approbation of the Senator from Maine.
Senator Morton mercifully put an end to the cruel
scene, and McGarrahon, papers and all were re¬

ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims.
The Postal Telegraph (System.

The postaltclcgraph system recommended by the
Postmaster General Is daily gaining favor. The
friends of the Western I'ulon boasted before the
Inuring commenced that every member of the
House committee was opposed to the nnton of the
telegraph with the Pest Office. It Is now quite ap¬
parent that the arguments aud facts moved by the
friends of the system have materlal'y changed the
opiuions of some of the committee. Tho only ques¬
tion they have Is as to the expediency of niaklug the
change at the present time. Messrs. Orton and
Walker said that only two or threo papers,
advocated the union, and gave the names
of fonr papers that have appeared lu favor
of the Western Union. Ou the other side It w-ns
shown that many papers In Chicago, 81. Louts, Cin¬
cinnati, Philadelphia. New York and Bostou and
other places were waruny enlisted ui support of the
postal telegraph system, and had published many
articles In t'a favor. The proprietor of one of the
leading Boston papers bos been here and explained
to many of the members of either House the opera¬
tion of the combination composed of the New York
Associated Press and of the Westcia Union Tele¬
graph Company and Its injurious e:P cts npon the
press. lie sold all the papetA In New Inglacd. with
two exceptions, farcied ths new system, though
only a few dared to advocate It, for fear of the effect
if the measure should fail. The New York press and
tho Western Uulou could then raise the rates, aud
the pre»a would be without relief.

.Monthly Statfuicut of the Public Debt.
A difference or opiuion prevails among the leading

officials of the Treasury Department, it Is under¬
stood, In regard to the proper method of stating the
monthly condition of the public debt. The Secre¬
tary holds that the form In which !t u now presented
gives a perfectly fair presentation of the national
indebtedness, while many of his subordinate officers
contend that it la put a partial exhibit. For
Instance, say they, the bonds Issued to the
Pacific railroad arc not expenditures; they
are In the linturo of a loan, and should not
be nddoJ to the debt until the railroad com¬
panies deiaull. If the government ieanos a loan to
a railroad company It holds security for the pay¬
ment of that loan, precisely as is the case where A
lends R $i,ooo. for which he takes H's note.
A would not regard the fl.ooo as expended until
It is ascertained that the note will not be paid, Up
to that time tho note la included by A In his assets.
Again, It is argued that tho public debt statement
does not show our entire Indebted ne«e. The Interest
on the debt should be added as a part, of tho debt.
At six per cent per annum ths government owes
about ten million dollars per month lutcrost on its
oulsianding bonds, which falls dne in January,
March, May, July, September and November, The
reason given for not adding ths interest is that the
atstemsut is rands from the books of the Treasury,
which do not show accrued interest until it Is due
and paid, aud uutll then U Is not added to tho total
debt.

Decisions of Courts Ylnrtlnl Hevoked.
Tke President has revoked court martial orders

Mo. so. Issued August aft. Das. dismissing Lieutenant
Tkoraae D. Murrln, Thirtieth United Ptates infantry,

and section 41, at special order* No. Bta, series of
1804, dismissing from the service without trial
i Martie Mahon, Sixteenth United States
infantry. In both of these caaea a review of the pro¬
ceedings Droved that the offlcer* had been treated
figrfthiy ami condemned upon Insufficient evidence.

nar Grsnf* strnw.
The latest stogg Sold about the efforts to pump

Grant on his Ca. appointments concerns a lady,
the wife of a pre.went Senator. A gay party was
assembled at GraafW residence several ulghts ago,
and the larttna i.musing it formed a group around
the great man at the mansion, talking pleasant

talk for w.a time, when one of the party, a

sprightly and ha.pome lady, thought the opportu¬
nity favorable aah>the General's mental guard suffi¬
ciently negligent, «a venture in where other folks
than angels have Iffprto feared to tread. "General,"

uie ventuaMpne fair one, "now won't you
mpy wno you lnte.do put in your CabinetV Grant
paused for a mo., while a battery of bright and
anyHum eyes wegnsdtrected upon him. He saw the
critical nature of l|h ponlUen, and that .m alone
could secure biffin graceful triumph. "Wall, Mrs.

n nM be, wtflrtl twinkle of humor ha his eye,
"my wife has ask.pw that same question already,
but I haven't toM «k yet." Another victory for
Qr*

Inauguration BecepUun at the Capital.
The Congressional Committee having In charge

the arrangements far an inauguration ball hold a

meeting to-day, Wta. lasted for three hoars. The
main questiond.1 was how to overcome the
senate's objections -ha the us# of the Rotunda and
other portions of OMCapttol. After various plans
were propoMd and nkjected It was dnalty decided
td ask the Senate forh.uae of the Capitol In whl^i
to give". taaagta.on reoepHon," thus getting
rid of the contrabaaWaiure of dancing. This com¬
mittee agreed"U) aSjC^othinj^tod^thew»
rangemente of the (..wv Committee, oil hcoonnt
of the oblections of the latter to mingling the
African and Cauo. clays In the Joys of the
dance. The Cough.tonal ballists believe In the
African social as weB.political, while the Cl.en's
Committee, headed by tack Wallacb and the Magulre,
don't see the "light 1.tastlc" In exactly the same
light. Should the Congressional party succeed In
this their second attempt It la not quite certain that
we won't have two I.uguratlon balls on tUo 4th
prox. Which of the two General Grant will pa¬
tronize is the question of the hour In the coteries of
Washington society. "Let us have peace."

The inauguration BuU.
The application of prominent citizens for the use

of one floor of the new north wing of the Treasury
for the purpose of giving a citizens' Inauguration
ball on the 4th of March has been approved by the
supervising architect, and has been laid before the
Secretary of the Treasury for his decision. The Sec¬
retary lias the matter under consideration and will
make known his UeoiBlon In a day or two. The
main floor of the north wing has two very large
rooms and a number of smaller rooms, with all the
other conveniences necessary for such an entertain¬
ment.

..General Butler on the Warpathi
General Butler struck the keynote of real reform

in Indian affairs on Wednesday when he declared
against any more treaties with Indians or other men
within the boundaries of the United States, and
boldly took the ground that hereafter Indians as

well as other people must be governed by laws. The
lazzaronl members and their confederates in tho
lobby who live by plundering the government
through the Indian treaty system grew pallid with
fear and aqxlety during tho General's remarks.
They must, however, go to the wall. Every honest
man in the nation who has examined the subject Is
utterly opposed to further treaties with Indians.
Give them Just and wholesome lpws, but no treaties.
A Spicy Chapter In the Alaska Investigation.
Robert J. Walker appeared before the Committee

on Public Expenditures again to-day and added a
new and interesting chapter to the Alaska fraud
developments. He said he had seen some new state¬
ments in the newspapers of late making aerlous
charges against certain officials, which he pro¬
nounced entire fabrications. Passing from this,
he took up tho testimony of a certain newspaper
correspondent. He said that this correspondent had
caned upon Mr. Frederick Stanton, and after ob¬
serving that he understood there was a good deal or
money In the Job stated that he could control a num¬
ber of votes In the House and also the correspond¬
ence of many loading newspapers. The cor¬

respondent put the question bluntly to Mr.
Stanton, "Is there money In tho Job?" And
added, "If there Is, Ml bo hanged If I don't want my
share of It." The correspondent rurther said that
he understood Mr. Walker had been entrusted with
a large amount of money to distribute among mem¬
bers and newspaper men to help the Job through.
If such were tho fact he would undertake to control
a certain number of votes and papers, either for or
against the measure, If a certain amount would be
paid down then and there. Mr. Stanton Informed
the correspondent that he had been wrongly in¬
formed, that there was no sucli fund in Walker's
possession, and, therefore, no spondnllx to
enrich the correspondents. The correspondent
thereupon changed his tone, said he would pitch Into
the Job generally, and use all his Influence to defeat
It. lie further said he would call upon Walker him¬
self and speak with the latter on the subject. Mr.
Stanton informed Walker about the conversation
with the correspondent, and Walker told Stanton to
tell the aforesaid correspondent that If he ventured
to call upon hint (Walker) he would kick hiin out of
his (Walker's) office.

Two Fat lUIIroad Jobs Spoiled.
The Scuate Committee on Public Lands held a

meeting to-day and transacted a large amount of
business. The Mil to aid In the construction of a
breakwater near the Falls or St. Anthony, giving
lands for the purpose In place of money, as origin¬
ally asked for, was favorably considered. A bill, in¬
troduced by fcenator Chandler, granting lands to the
States of Wisconsin and Michigan to aid In the con¬
struction of the Wisconsin and Lake Superior Rail¬
road and Its brunches, and making a liberal haul on
the public domain, was passed upon adversely.
Another bill, Introduced by Senator Howe, granting
lands to aid tho construction of the West Wisconsin
Railroad, was similarly disposed of. The House bill
regulating the disposition of lands given to rati'
reads and laying down the terms upou which they
arc to be sold.namely, oue-rourtli the amount to be
paid In cash by the settler at the time of purchase
and the balance In tluee annual instalments, with
interest, not to exceod seven per cent, until paid.
woe reported favorably, as was also a resolution of
Senator Ramsey, extending the time of certain
railroads in Iowa and Minnesota.
Menntor Poroeroy'a Pel to Have a New Dress.
Senator Conness entered a motion to reconsider

tl,e vote by wnteh Pomeroy'# Central Branch Paeitic
bill was rejected. He gave as a reason that Its friends
wished to lay it on the table for the purpose of per¬
fecting amendments which should raako the bill
satislnetory. The first object of this is to take out
the sting of defeat and leave the bill where any
favorable opportunity rosy be seized to press It
through. Furtlicf (nqnlry develops also the fact
thai the purpose to obtain §ul>#ldles In bonds la en¬

tirely abandoned, not only by the Central Branch
but t.y the other 9?mpaRlM now asking aid. They
will now ask a guarantee by the United States to pay
the interest on the mortgage bonds of the various
companies, which is but a new and. in the end, more
expensive subsidy. The lobby are working diligently
to secure united and energetic action on the new
basts. The new effort wiH succeed no belter iitan
that on which defeat has been suffered in bom
houses. There to .neither time nor disposition on
the part of Congress to vote away more of the
people's money.

Indian A.In In Ike .Mate.
The Penate Committee of Indian Affairs has done

Just what wm rnmortd and expected.voted, with
cue exception, to report against the transfer of the
Bureau of Indian Affairs to the War Department.
"1 his to, of course, to keep the matter in the hands
of the present officort and agents on the frontier and
the ring in Washington, of which the Indian Con¬
gressional Committee# form a part, or at least their
Intimate friends da Bat they feel that they have a
struggle to carry their point. Their strongest point
to delay. They promised to report promptly. The*
have held the bill more than a month already. *Lu'tthey must st last report. Then they inust
with the strong recommendation of Oenr^ <4r#.tand our foremost army officers, the ir c,,..victton of leadlug men In the Pena** t, all, W|t|1 f|iepowerful influence ot an overwhy' mlwii tr.aierlty in

- *

the lower *l©nae. If the matter la brought squnreiy
before the Senate the report of the committee win

'fare 11L Bat to bolster up the ol<l system they pro¬
pone to eay wo believe that the Secretary of the in¬
terior had not adequate time to attend to thle very
Important branch 01 our home aflalre. The War De¬
partment would not have time. Matters eo great
and complicated should have the exclusive atten¬
tion of a separate department, with a Cabinet officer
at its head. But all this is a mere blind and will de¬
ceive nobody. We believe that the Senate will in¬

sist on putting the whole matter Into the War De¬
partment, under charge of o(Seers already in pay of
the government, and thus reduce expenses and di¬
minish fraud. But expect sharp debate on the pro¬
position. __ .. .The Overland Mall Cesinet.
Postmaster General Randall gave hie testimony

before the same committee In relation to the Welto.
Fargo contract, and showed that there waa nothing
corrupt or Improper in mating the contract. This
closes the Investigation of the subject, end It to
understood that Mr. Brnomall will shortly prepare a
report.
The Merchants' National Bank mt Utile

Back, Ark.
Later information received at the Treasury to-day

flrom the Merchants' National Bank of Little Rock,
Ark., elates there are strong hopes gptttyftUpt)
the bank will survive its dlffloolUes. They assert
that they hold a claim, now pending In Congress,
Involving $100,ooo^ the sdme In which Ferry Fuller
to Interested, anA they claim that the State of

i-yfr"*y to in debt to "them to a considerable
amohnt, which they cannot obtain until the new
tax to levied, m any case it to said that the deposits
tpt not so urge as to cause ascitis to the govern¬
ment." -L. -ie-iw-r.

Millrtil Hflili,
Vrfil bMssqedfrojn the office of theRegister

of the freieqry ton&ay in the ajnoonj, of $040,000
each to thg Union and Central Paciflc Railroad Com¬
panies. The total amonpt of bonds issued during
the present month to the Paciflc Railroad Companies,
including the above, to $1,00,000.

Another BJew at the Tieaeary Ring.
The proposition madetiy Mr. Chittenden before the

Committee of Ways and Means yesterday was to
stop, by tow, the Secretary of the Treasury from
Issuing any further gold-behrlng bonds, and that is
the proposition which a majority of the Committee
probably favor.
The Seprepe Ceart.sladge Underwood Re.
strained from Interfering with the Virginia.
Courts.
In the Supreme Court of the Chited States to-day

Joseph M. Bradley presented the petition of the At¬
torney General of Virginia and of James Lyons, of
counsel with him, stating that on the 6th of May last
a man named Grtflln was arrested and committed to

jail acoordlng to the laws of Virginia on the charge
of relony. After conviction he was sentenced to
confinement in the Penitentiary for two years. On
the 9th of November J. C. Underwood, Judge of the
United States District Court for tlic Eastern district
of Virginia, discharged the prisoner on the ground
that Judge Shcffrey, Judge of the Circuit Court, was

not a competent judicial offlcer, he being disquali¬
fied under the third section of the four¬
teenth amendment to the constitution of the
United States. This proceeding against the
Judge was Illegal. No rule was served
upon him, and besides It was a fact that sneffey was.
In 1987, duly and legally appointed a judge accord¬
ing to the constitution of Virginia. Subsequently
Sally Anderson was sentenced by the judge of Hen¬
rico county to be hung for arson, and similar sen¬

tence was passed upon James Jeter Phillips for
murder, and these parties were also released by
Judge Underwood on the ground that Judges Mon-
enre, Janes and Rives were disqualified for the
reason alleged as to Judge Shelley. The petitioners
pray, In behalf of the-State of Virginia, a speedy
remedy, and that a writ of prohibition be issued
directed to Judge Underwood, restraining him from
any further action in the cases above mentioned,
and especially in that of James Jeter Phillips, In
derogation of the constitution of the United States
and the laws of Virginia. The Supreme Conrt
granted a writ to show cause, Ac., returnable on
Friday next, and the motion was set down for argu¬
ment on that day.
No. 433..Thompson Dean, appellant, vs. Thomas

A. Nelson, et al The motion to dismiss this appeal
was argued by Mr. P. Phillips In support thereof.
No. 167..Cyrus Palmer et al., plaintiff in error,

vs. George Downer..Mr. Bradley, of counsel for de¬
fendantIn error, submitted to the court a motion to
dismiss this writ of error.
No. 164..The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Com¬

pany, plaintiff In error, vs. John O. Harris, adminis¬
trator, and No. 848, same vs. same..The motions
to dismiss the writ of error lu Xo. 848 and for a
8uper.*tOm» in No. 164 were argued by Mr. T. J. F.
Puller In support of the motion to dismiss and
against, the motion for a supersedeas, and by Mr.
Buchanan and Mr. Bradley In opposition to the mo¬
tion to dismiss aud in support or the motion for a
s»fterse<lcn*.
No. 60 John R. Page, treasurer, Ac., appellant,

vs. Edward Hlakp. The argument of tills case was
coniiuoed by Mr. Poland, of counsel lor appellant,
and by Mr. Edmunds (or the appellee.
Adjourned until Monday morning.

Amending the Judicial Hvatern ef the United
Ntates.

The Hennte Judiciary Committee had a special
meeting last evening Tor the consideration of bills
exclusively concerning the organization of the Ju¬
diciary. Mr. Trumbull's bill to amend the Judicial
system or the United States, providing for nine ad.
dttional circuit Judges, with the same power and
Jurisdiction as the Justices of the Supreme Court,
gave rise to some debate. The object of the bill,
which is to relieve the Supreme Court from circuit
duty and afford it more time to attend to Immedi¬
ate business, was generally concurred In, but
It was thought advisable to take the other bills re¬
lating to the Supreme Court and draft ttfeir provi¬
sions in one. The bill relating to the organization of
.Harriet courts in Virginia and other States was also
considered aud postponed, other matters relative
to the judiciary were passed upon, and several bills
of minor Importance were Instructed to be reported.

An Indian Delegntlon at the Capitol.
A delegation numbering over a dozen of Kiowa.

Fox and Sac Indians, dressed in all the barbarous
splendor of paint and feathers. Mazing red blankets,
clamshells aud felt hats, moved through the ta.dtoi
to-day amid an Immense crowd of curious admirers.
They seemed to take a deep interest In the picture of
De Soto discovering the Mississippi which L* made
to adorn the walls of the rotunda. They shuffled
with great alee over the red carpet In the marble
room apd smiled strangely at finding themselves
duplicated front and rear in the hnge mirrors. One'
of the warriors bore a remarkable resemblance to
Ben Wade, having a good deal of the same massive
Jaw and deeply furrowed faco peculiar to the great
champion of human rights. He was a Kiowa Indian,
and on being Introduced to Mr. Wade he grunted
forth his gratification at flhdlng among the pa.c
faces one, at least, who filled his Ideal of a great aud
inflexible sachem. They -cerned very little awed by
the size of the Capitol, aud were moved from their
accustomed stolidity more by the red carpets aud
gay /rescues than by anything else.

lilenisl Kevrnnr Drrblsiw.
Commissioner Rollins, lu accordance with the sec¬

tion of the Internal Revenue law, which does not
require actnal competition alone as the condition
for the same or eqnal taxation, decides that it two
or more gas companies arc located within
the corporate limits of any slty or
town, or If tWQ or more OoaMOlM $r*
so Io-mIm, whether wlthllT"Tft feme corporate
limits or not, that they can compete with each other.
Tliey are liable to pax the same rate of tax, which
rate is to be determined by the monthly product of
the company having the largest production. 1fhe
above decision to based upon ^Kestiops which have
iteen under consideration concerning tlM rates of
taxation proper to be assessed upon the gas compa¬nies ot Huston and East Roston.
The Tobscco Dealers' lt|*nthly Return*.The Commissioner has wr,tten a letter statingthat the law Imposes p', penalty upon dealers In to¬

bacco for non-cop';p,)ance with the requirements of
section seveni* ,clj||lt of tlie law tn t|)C matter of
making rn'onthly inventories. Persons, however,
who Cc;nt|nnc t<J nejjert it, or refuse to
"^.e such Inventories, necessarily fall under sus¬

picion. if, upon examination of their stock. It shall

| l>e found to t* uttamped the presumption is that
no tax has been paid upon It, awl It should be re¬
ported lo the collector for seizure, and then the buf-
den of proof will Im npon such dealer to show cause
why proceedings shall not be commenced for I lie
forfeiture of all such unstamped goods 10 the I nttert
(Dates, In the ibsence of any Inventory officers are

not snppoaed to know that a dealer la Belling eld
stock.

Pension to Mrs. Lincoln. *

About a week ago Senator Morton Introduced a
bi'l granting a pension to Mn. Mary Lincoln, widow
of the late President of tbe United States, wno was
killed during tbe war of tbe rebellion. This resolu.
tlon was referred to theCommittee on Pensions. To.
day Mr. Van winkle, tbe chairman of that commit,
tee, made a report, In which Abe committee say, la
substance, they are unable to perceive that Mrs. Lin¬
coln, as tbe widow of the late President, or In any
other character, is entitled to a pension under the
letterend spirit of iff existing law. The committee
are aware the mends of tbe resolution expect to
make a permanent provision for tbe lady under the
gnlae of a* penMon; bat no evidence baa been
furnished to them or reasons assigned why such
provision should be made. IX suob was tbe Inten¬
tion Me committee submit tbe Mfarenee should
bare been made to some other oemnlttee, as the
Committee on Pensions, at least for some years past,
have sot thought it compatibly witA'Ibefr duty or

the objects of their appointment to raoenanyind. in
any ease, the grantingoftany special pension, or say
pension of a greater aokonst than is allowed by some
general law. if they thought the amount so allowed
too annul, they would feel It Incumbent on them to
rpport a general bill for like relief is all similar oases.
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reuci would be to the Military or Naval Committee.
Undeswdl these circumstances the committee have
no aMomatlve but to report against the passage of
the general resolutions.
Meeting of the Indiana War Claim Consuls

« ' ...Vl ' sion.
The Secretary of War directs that WUllam R. Kin¬

ney, of Kentucky, John H. Broadhead, of Pennsyl¬
vania, and Robert flint, of Wisconsin, the commis¬
sioners appointed to reimburse the state of Indiana
for moneys expended for tbe United States In ep'.-ou,
ing, equipping and provisioning militia forces *,0 aid
in suppressing the rebellion, meet at Indianapolis
on the loth of March and enter upon, their du¬
ties.

Secretary Browning's Beeep/Jn,
Secretary Browning has waned cards of Invitation

to all the heads of bureaus and employes of the De¬
partment of the Interior, including/the ladies of their
several families, to visit the S/.-cret&ry and Mrs.
Browning from two o'clock to-Gay until nine this
evening. This idea seems to tfe original with secre¬
tary Browning, and the special invitation Is regarded
by the officers and clerks of the department as a

kind appreciation ou the part of the Secretary of
their merits, social as well as official.

Rewarding an Inventor.
Senator Drake presented yesterday a bill for the

relief of Abbott O. Ross, appropriating tbe sum of

$5,ooo as compensation for the use of lua contrivance
on the Mississippi gunboats during the war, which
consisted In offering a salute of hot water and steam,
to any venturesome rebels that attempted the pro¬
cess of boarding. The boarders never came, but
tbe Invention was admirable for softening hard tack
and cootting potatoes.

Hales of Public Lands In California.
The General Land Office is Ui receipt of reports

showing that during nine mouths, terminating with
December last, tbero was recorded at the Stock¬
ton, Cal., Laud Office, and paid into the United
States Treasury over $500,050 on account or pro¬
ceeds flrow sales and locations of public lands.
Treatment of Colored Laborers at| Fortress

Monroe.
General Butler intends to Introduce a resolution

in the Houso calling for information from the War
Department as to discrimination in the treatment
between colored and white laborers at Fortress
Monroe.

THE FORTIETH CONGRESS.
Third Session.

SENATE.
Washington, Jan. 29,1809.

HEM0RIAL8 AND PETITIONS.
,Mr. Fxeunohctsen, t(rep.) of N. J., presented a

memorial from Rev. Dr. McCosb, President of Prince¬
ton Oellsge. and the prWTeaaors or that Institution,
asking Congress to make an appropriation to enable
them to take observations of the total eclipse of the
sun in August next, and stating that such observa¬
tions can be best made In the southern part of the
United States.
Mr. Buhner, (rep.) of Mass., presented the petition

of the Massachusetts Horticultural Society for the
repeal of the duty on plants and seeds.
Also a petition of George B. Upton, a merchant of

Boston, remonstrating against the treaty for the set¬
tlement of the Alabama claims at unjust to himself
and other American claimants, inasmuch as it pro¬
poses to put upon the same footing claims of British
subjects which have arisen out of disagreements In
regard to general questions of neutrality and claims
of American citizens for losses by piracies committed
by British built, British manned aud British armed
vessels, which left British ports under the protection
ol the British (lag, and burned American ships with¬
out taking them into port for condcmnaiion, and
without any action being taken by the Britlshgov
ernment, when the matter was brought before thorn
to prevent the same. Referred to too Committee on
Foreign Relations.
Mr. Bvmnir said he had hesitated as to whether

he should present the memorial in open or secret
session, but considering that the subject to which it
related had received such wine publicity on both
sides of the water he had decided to lay tt before tbe
Senate in open session.
Mr. Sphnkr also presented the petition of the

National Executive Committee of Colored Citizens
for the passage of a bill to secure tbe application of
the Homestead law to certain lands in the l3tc)y re¬
bellious states for tbe benefit of colored persons.
Referred to the Committee on i'ubllc lauds.

the m'uakkaiian case.
The President laid before the Senate n mcs=a"*>

from the House of Representatives transuniting i"e
papers In relation to the McGarralian cas,1

IV M,r;.;N!<lnT$'vv Ini'- n,ovod 10 rt,fer the bin
for the relief of Mr. McGarrahan, with the accompa¬
nying papers, to the Judiciary Committee.

Mr. Ferht, (rep.) of Conn., (-uppo«ed that the
Senator from Indiana (Mr. Morion) did not mean
any reflection upon the Comtnlneo on Private Laud
Claim.<, which had already examined the case and
reported upon it; but his motion implied such a re-
lieetlon.
Mr. Morton «ald that he certainly meant no re-

flection on tho Committee on Private Land Claims
He had moved to refer the claim to the Judictarv
Committee because he believed it involved a one*
tlon which could be better considered by that coin.
iuip.ee than any other.
Mr. Tai'MBt'LL, ,rep.) or 111., hoped that If would

not be referred to the Jndlciury Committee, but
would be left with the committee that had a'readv

I ex.iruln- d it In part.
J

Mr. Morton repeated that he meant no disrespect
to tho i ouimitiee on Private Land i lairas. The bill
had been couriered by the Judiciary Committee of
the House and ought to have been referred at flrst to
the Judiciary I'ommitieo of the Senate, because it
involved a question of law. He was surprised that
the gentleman from Cenueetlcnt should wish to have
the cialm again referred to the committee on Private
Land Claims, especially no that Senator had already
committed himself upon It.

.'.ir. Ferry euld ho did not understand what was
meant by the remark that he had committed himself
upon the bill, lie sun thought that the lull ought
to go to the Committee on Private hand Claims.
Mr. Conns**, (rep ) of Cal., denied that the claim

involved any qut«ilon requiring investigation bv the
Judiciary Committee, ami Insisted that it belonged
orojierly to the Committee ou Private l and Claims.
The Senator from Maine (Mr. le*.-«ndeu>. speaking
of mis claim the other day. bad referred to a letter
to Hie comniisslonera of ihe General Laud offlro
.lgncd by him (Mr. Cotine «s) r a tho secret of his
actum on thi* bill. He wished to have It understood
thai there were no secrets connected with his action
on public affairs, ffi;,I added, very emphatically,
(hat Whoever said or implied the contrary
said or implied what was false. Th« claim Vn'a "onf
of a class peculiar to the part of the country which

^ch TA
em ^Mand delajred the development of tne
resources of the ftnte nnd caused much Ui feeling
among the citizen*, and he bad voted for the report
of the rommdfse because he believed it would be the
piojpqf ofifUponmg oniictaliV.- *

,«r. FhntRNM*, (ren.) of Me., read from the Glob*
to show ac had lined the word ''secret" in another
,'oniic. Hon than that ui which the senator from Cal¬
ifornia (Mr. Tonnes*) had understood him to use It,
and bad not intended to eaat anv reflection! upon
tnat Senator, lie could not see what occasion the sen¬
ator from Calllornia (Mr. Cocness) had for sneaking
wllli so much heat, and he fount on'y attribute it
to a very sensitive state ot nund. The letter of the
Senator to the Commissioner of tne General Land
office had not struck him (Mr. Kessendeni as a docu¬
ment of which Its signers should feel ashamed, but
If they look a different view he could not help if.
Mr. Connrss did not seek the approbation of the

senator ftom Maine for his conduct. He had aaid
wlmt he thought It right to say in view of life pre¬
vious remark of the Senator from Maiue, and he was
now willing to let the matter test.

Alter further dlacussion Mr. Morton Withdrew his
moitoa, and the bill and paper.) were referred to the
Committee on Private Laud Claims.

THR PHJCW THROLOOlfAl. SSMINART.
Mr. Harlan, (rep.) ol Iowa, Introduced a bill for

tbe relief of ttio Drew Iheoioglrai Seminary. Ke-
terred to Mie Committee on \ iuam e.

RFRI'ft IS and RL rASO FACirid RAII.RO A P.
Also a hill, at ihe request of Ha friends, and with¬

out roiarrttring nmiawr to its support, to aid the
Memphia and El 1'aso Pacific Railroad Company of

,J ¦

Texas tn the construction of a railroad from the Mis-
tUMdppi river to the Pacific ocean, and to secure to

thq government of the United States the use of the
> for military and postal purposes. Referred to

ftlee on the Pacific Railroad.
i UUl authorlzea the construction of a

graph from Jefferson, Texas, to San
proposes a guarantee of interest

nd dollars of bonds per mile. The
> to he made for the following rail-

Jallat, Texas, to Shreveport; from
Jttle Rock, and from Cairo to Fulton.
RAILROAD LAND GRANTS.

(rep.) of Kan., from the Committee
reported adversely on the bill grant*

¦ _
In the construction of the Wisconsin

and Laks Superior Railroad; also on the House bill to
regulate the disposition of lauds thatmay be granted
lii aid of riliwafs; and favorably the bill granting
lands to the Slate of Minnesota to aid In securing
the navigation of (lie Mississippi river Immediately
above the falls of ttt. Anthony.
SPITS HEFOBR TOM SUPREME and district courts.

Mr. Corns, (rep.) of Cal., Introduced a bui to tor-
tber the administration of Justice, which was re-

reJ7«d to the Judiciary Committee, it provides that
after July 1 next no final Judgment of a circuit or
district court shall be reviewed by the supremo

??wu of error or appeal, bomm the wrtt be
iea wUfemthree y*
nt, and that Ut like ruanasr

rears altar
fee manner

appeals must be taken to the AfrcattOPttrtfl withinone year, except in the case or *c- The rti*further authorizes the Supreme Conrt to "Tiendwrits of error in cases where enhb formalitieshove not been complied with, wovkles for thecorrection .( various defects m MwKtmeats, Ac.
Mr. TOmrUll, from 'judicmry Commirtee, re-

por ed adversely on t M foUowtng bUls:-Mr. Robert-
t?» faimL (lie Jurisdiction of the Court of
IiL?, - °r loyal citizens lor property taken

war. Mr. Fowler^ to authorize theWJSSt -»r stores furnished the Engineers' andOrdnanc^ departments. Mr. Sumner's, In relation
to »ne competency of witnesses; and anthorlzlng tm-Pf1* Mimeut with hard tabor In certain case; to pro-v -«lft for the trial and punishment of accessories to
criminal offences; and the House bill remitting pen-
Kltles where, through Inadvertency, instruments
have been Improperly stamped.

PRNSION TO MRS. LINCOLN.
Mr. Van Winrlr, (rep.) of W. Va., from the Com¬

mittee on Pensions, reported back uutuvorably the
joint resolution granting a pension to Mrs. Mary
Lincoln.

DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATION BILL.
Mr. Morrill, (rep.) of Me., from the Committee on

Appropriations, reported the Consular and Diplo¬
matic Appropriation bill, with amendments. The
provision for consolidating various Central and South
American missions Is stricken out.

MR. bucxalkw's constitutional amendment.
Mr. Morton, from the Committee on Representa¬

tive Reform, reported favorably the Joint resointlon
proposing a constitutional amendment, introduced
by Mr. uuckalew yesterday.

thb west viroinia central railroad.
Mr. Willey, (rep.) of W. Va., introduced a bill pro¬

viding for the sale of lands to aid In the construction
of the West Virginia Central Railroad. It authorizes
the Secretary or the Interior to sell to the company
6,260 sections of land to be selected m Louisiana
Mississippi. Alabama aud Arkansas at 76 cents per
acre In preferred stock, on condition tuat |4oo,ooo be
expended In improving and settling said lauds with¬
in ten years.

- constitutional amendment.
The Senate tnen resumed the cousld-ration of the

order of the day.the propoeod constitutional amend¬
ment.

SPEECH OP SENATOR DIXON.
Mr. Dixon, idem.) of Conn., being entitled to the

floor, made an argument ugnlnst it. He Instated
that the power to regulate Huifrage was an essentia)
of the constitution of a Si ate having a republican
form of government, and that, therefore, no such
State could divest Itself of Unit power, either volun¬
tarily or upon compulsion, without thereby losing
its republican character. It was for tlus reason-
that the constitution, origin lly lormed, avoided ull
Interference with suffrage In the states. The eariy
suitesmen had all regarded this as a tender point to
be strictly guarded by tiio State constitutions, aud
no State had any moro power to relinquish its con¬
trol over suffrage within its own limits than it had
power to abolhdi a republican form of government
and set up a monarchy. Mr. Dixon concluded as
follows:.
Mr. President.1 have already said that the ques¬

tion belorc the Senate Is not merely a question of
suffrage, but that it goes to the very founding of re¬
publican government and strikes at the powers of
the states to determine and establish each for ttseir
the qualifications of Its own voters. It is important
to bear In mind tills distinction. There are in the
Stale of Connecticut.and, doubtless, in all the
States.many who are m favor of universal suffrage
Without distinction of race and color who vet clltig
to the right of each State to decide as to the qualifi¬
cations of its men voters. The pending constitu¬
tional amendment proposes to transfer this right
from the states to the general government by the
cousent of three-fourths of the States: but the
character of the government la as much changed
by this mode oi effecting the transfer as
\i itweredouc by act of Congress. All ihe States
will not consent to the change, and those States
which do not thus consent will be deprived by ex¬
ternal power of the essential characteristic of self-
government as completely as U (be change were
made by a mere iPV. Congress. Even the
couMfit of ft State, however freely rendered, would
not prevent the necessary cous»quences, viz..the
loss of the vital and esseutlat element of self-gov¬
ernment in the power of deciding freely, inde¬
pendently and without appeal upon the qualifica¬
tions of voters. Therefore it mil be found that
manv advocates of negro suffrage will condemn aud
oppose this attempt to overthrew the State govern¬
ments ami reduce them to utter InslguUlcanoe by the
establishment of the principle involved tn this
amendment They are unwilliug to see the ancient
Commonwealth which won our national Indepen¬
dence and tormod our national government, to¬
gether with the younger sisters who fill up the num¬
ber of a l Mted States, reduced from Hie proud
position of Independent, self-governing republics to
tne humble aud helpless condition of subject pro¬
vinces, Whose people exercise the right oi suffrage
under conditions und regulations imposed by a
central power. For myself 1 can only speak for
Connecticut; lor a brief period I may still speak for
iter in this Senate Chamber, and for her and her
people 1 protest against this proposal to strip her of
the distinguishing badge or her sovereignty, the
chief remaining sign and evidence that sue is still
the proud republic which she has been for more titan
two hundred years, and I trust for untold centu¬
ries she win continue to be. In her own good time
and by her own will and pleasure she may. when
she sees fit, exieud, as sue has heretofore, la the
exercise of her undoubted and unquestioned rights,
seen fit to denv, to the colored race the right of suf¬
frage; meanwhile she Inflicts on liiat race no ironr.
If her constitution forbids tueir voting her statutes
also exempt them from all taxation. J( Is pos/il'lythat, sooner or later, if left to the ?xerci& Of lier
own generous and Just convictions or duty. In view
of uie general enfranchisement of the black race, sue
may extend fhe same prijjligq tq her own colored
people. Hut I think I may safely say tuat n?r peopifiwill not willingly content that her ancient laws on
tills subject sue 11 be altered by the action oi other
Nt.tes. ffhjuqvof eho does Ut tins regardsh6 innst do voluntarily and freely, \vnen
she acts she must grant or at leas: acknowledge
and confer a privilege, not like a galley slave bo
scourged to the performance of a neglected duty.
F.or ntvsclf, I cannot conceive how any true son of
connection who cherishes her stainless honor and
high renown and feeis a just pride in her illustrious
history can convent tua' she should be compelled,
by the notion or atiy external power, to strike from
Hi" con dilution lue provisions relating to suffrage
wutcbshe lias deh «-iatc.y established ano persist¬
ently malutalne-1. I (rust no such humiliation u in
store lor that protid and patriotic Htate. Now. as
ever, she is prove, oia. for nt-r spirit of independence
aud for t.cr unyielding resolution to manage her do-
niest.c atTRlis, civil and religious, in her own way:
for still her gray rocks tower above the sea that
oroticlies at her teet a conquered wave.

'1 is s rough land of earth ud stone and tras,WLi rc tirralhss no ensile J lord or cabined s.sre,Wla-re thought s.id l as ie sa l hands ars bold sud free,And (rents wit fled a welcome -foes a trace,And where none kneel, save wuen to Hrsren they prar;Nor even then un.ess In their own way.
Mr. Pomesoy, (rep.) of Kan., moved to amend

tiie constitutional amendment by strlklug out llio
words "on account of race, color or previous condi¬
tion of servitude." and to luicrt Instead, "for any
reasons not equally applicable to all citizens."
Mr. Pomeroy then addressed tne Senate, com¬

menting upon the statement of Mr. tvpsou yester¬
day. that the advocacy of equal rights had been aud
wjs still uupopular everywhere throughout the
country ntid had cost the rcpublcau part* many
votes. He said that if that party were to abandon
the cause ol equal rights it would lose a I its votes,
because tlie people would no longer have s motive
for sustaining >t, uor would It be worth sus-
' alntng. The advocacy of equal rights. In¬
stead of being a source of weakness to the
party, was realiy the source of all Its strength. He
wou'id have the party reuse h^U Uir .*,aruutr uf con.;
lights, and by one comprehensive aiWuIaenl strike
out from ihi joq«t!!ttldn *.' dlstlnc.lon t*t*veeu.r,?WjsTo their r ghts before the .aw on account
of race, color, condition or sex.

CH00S1NU IEK8IDKNT1AL ELECTORS.
Mr Mokton. from the se'eci committee on repree-

cntntlve reronn, repotted, with a slight amendment,
tne loint resolution introduced yesterday by Mr.
lluckalrw, to amend the constitution so as to compel
tne choice of.Presidential electors directly from the

U'Tial provision. . ?

Mr Davts, idem.) of K?., said he would moot the
proposition of the benntor from Kansas, amrtnlng
the equal rights of all ciuzens, with a much better
rounded an<t more philosophical proposition, name¬
ly..That every Ntnte In the Union Is entitled to ait
the rights and privileges under onr constitution that
any other Male Is entitled to. The party In power ban
ignored this great truth, and deprived certain States
of their constitutional rights by various schemes
,,r force and fraud. Hut he warned them thai their
domination was approaching an end. Ho caml not
who the deliverer might be. If the Senator from
New York (Mr. CoakMtig) would undertake the great
work, he (Mr. Davis) would roliow him aafan humble
follower. He did not expect to live many vonrs, but
he did hope to see the day of that grent deliverance,
after which he would be prepared to depart lu peace.
Mr. FhHMY took the floor to apeak upon the con-

etmvlonal amendment, hut yielded Tor a motion to
rn, which was lost, and the Senate on the

RKItlOU of
REDUCTION OP THE ARMT.

Mr. Wilrun, (rep.) of Maas then took up lie bin

to provide for a redaction of the military force* end
other purposes,
several amendments were reported by the Military

Committee.
Mr. Conalino, irep.) of N. Y., then moved an

amendment, providing that the va-ant brigadier
generalships shall not be be tilled at present, which
was adopted.The bill was then passed la the following form:.
Be It enacttd, That the grade of regimental commieeary In

e H*Tairf reflnuMtte ehenbe and It I* hereby abollebed, and
the Heittenanu now holding the appointments of regimental
eommtuary may be ualgned tor duty to the companies ot
their regiment!, and shall fill the Aral vacancies that may oc¬
cur In their respeeiive eradaa of Srat or second lluutanajils In
tha regiment to which they now belong, and nothing herein
contained shall affect their relative rank with other ileuwu
ants of thair grade.
Sao. t- And be it further enacted that the gradee of regi¬

mental commlaaary icrgeant, regimental Loepltal steward
and veterinary surgeon are hereby abolished, and that the
number of corporals in each company of cavalry, artillery
and Infantry shell be reduced to four; and the said non-com
mlaatonml officers shall hare the privilege of raoeivlng an
houorable discharge, with full pay and allowances to the
actus] dale ihereoTif they shell so elect th preference to re-

rfiisf4&££^»a?er1* .«nej

mmV'anproreo July* 1S«, not to Include the band et the
Military Academy, shall be honorably discharged without
delay, and their dischargee shall take effect so as to mtal*
them to receive full pay and allowances to the actual dale

..8"*.! Vhc terms of enlistment for all arms of the service
ihtil hereafter be Are rears.
Sao. A The corps of judge advocates of the army be ami

the same hereby la fixed at ten members, and the rrceidant
Is hereby aulhorlxad, by end with the advice and consent ot
the Senate, to fill all vacancies which have occurred or jpey
hereafter occur thcreiQe
Sao. 6 To im' Jti proper observance of guaday it <.

hereby made the duty of ell commanding o(Beers of aoeta
regiments and companies, under direction of-the Command¬
ing Oeneral of the army, to dlapenaa with all parades, drills and
reviews other than Inspections on that day, aieept so far as

may be neeilfnl for the preservation of proper military dls

clpllne; and the Commanding Oeneral or the army ahali, on

the passage of thle act, issue a general order prescribing the

duty to be performed bjr the troops on Hunday. wblcb order
shall not, however, interfere with any duties which may be
required In time of war or of public danger.

lege. 7. The provisions of law now applicable to commie
atoned officers, respecting confinement for offences, charges
of which hare or have not been duly preferred, shall here¬
after be applied to all enlisted men, ana they shall not be con¬
fined or held In arrest without trial for a longer period than
commissioned officers would be held under sltaLar circum¬
stances. No officer or enlisted man, who ehail be placed In
arrest for any offence for which he shell here been or may ba

duly convicted, shall receive any pay for the period during
which he may have been or may be In arrest or confinement,
either before or after trial, oa account of such offence.
BKO. £. No officer or enllstad man, who shed be unfit for

duty by reason of the habtiual use of any intoxicating liquors
or drugs, or by reason of any disease (ucurrad through hit
own Immorality, shall receive any pay for the period during
which be it so unfit for dnty.
Hgo. 9. The number of appointments of second llentenaats

to be made In the army shall not. hereafter, exceed fifty an¬

nually until otherwise ordered by Congress. '

Hue. 10. No person shall hereafter be appointed a regi¬
mental or post chaplsln whose age exceeds forty years, nor

' " .-u.i-1". ovsln lniwer than nve vears at any

by a'chaplatn of . different Christian denomination, nor shall
tlfe two vacancies existing in the «ade of brigadier general
be filled until tills prohibition shall be repealed.

RELIEF OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL DAVISON.
On motion of Mr. Drske, (rep.) of Mo., the Senate

then took up and passed the bill for the relief of
Lientenant colonel John It. Davison, of the Lnltea
States Army. It repays him about two hnndred dol¬
lars, stolen while in his custody many years ago and
by him made good to the government at the time.
Mr. Conklino moved tiraj when the Senate ad¬

journ it adjourn till Monday next. Lost.
THE NINTH CHNHUB.

The joint resolution introduced yesterday by Mr.
Conkliog for the appointment of a committee of Ave
to inquire whether any legislation was necessary la
regard to taking the next census was then passed.
f At liah-paet lour the Senate adjourned, ..

H0U3S OF BBP2S3C27TAUV£?.
WasaisaToy, Jan. 29, imp.

BRIDGIWO THE EAST BITER.

Mr. Brooks, (dein.) of N. Y., presented a memo¬

rial from leading citizens in New York and Brook¬

lyn asking consent of the United States to create,
as a post road, a bridge over the East river between

New York and Brooklyn. Referred, with the bill

yesterday introduced by Mr. Barnes, to the Com¬
mittee on Roads and Canals.

THE F03T OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL.

Mr. Beajsan, (rep., of Mich., from the Committee
on Appropriations, reported the Poet Ofllce Appro¬
priation bill. Referred to the Committeo of the
Whole and made the special order for Tuesday
next. The bill appropriates $5,740,000 for deficien¬
cies In the revenue of the Post office Department for
the next fiscal year.

PATMENT OF CLERKS IN THE PATENT OFFICE.
Mr. Washbubnb, (rep.) of 111., from the Committee

on Appropriations, reported a bill appropriating
$64,768 to pay the salaries and qpntlngent expenses
of the Patent Office for January and lebruary, 1809.
Referred to the Committee of the Whole.

TRANSPORTATION OP PETROLKUX.
Mr. Moorhead, (rep.) of Pa., introduced a bUl to

provide for the better security of life and property
from the dangers of coal oil, crude petroleum and
other products. Reierred to the Committee on Ways
and Means.

_* " fUE IIATTIRN PROTECTORATE.
Mr. Ccllox, (rep.) of 111., offered a resolution re-

que®ting the President to furnish to the House any
information he may have showing thai the people
of Hayti and St. Domingo are dt*lroun that their
governments shall Become parts of the United Siatea.
The resolution was adopted.

PRIVATE BUSINESS.
The House then, at half-past twelve, proceeded to

private business. , .

On motion of Mr. Price, (rep.) of Iowa, the Senate
amendment to the House bill confirming the title to
Rock Island, In the Mississippi river, was taken from
the Speakers table and concurred In.
Mr. Julian, (rep.) of Ind., from the Committee on

Pablio Lands, leported a bill to close the land sys¬
tem In the States where the public lands do not ex¬
ceed s.ooo acre*. Passed.

_

The bill reported last Friday by Mr. W elker, from
the Committee ou the District of Columbia, to estali-
ltsh a police court for the District or Columbia, was
taken up, and alter d.scusslon ami amendment was

passed. It gives the court Jurisdiction ol all offences
which are declared to be misdemeanors and are
made punishable as such, and not puulsbab.e capi¬
tally or by Imprisonment- In the Penitentiary, too
court to consist of one Judge, to be appointed by tho
President for six years, with a salaiy off-VQ Y .'

Mr. wuAM, irep) of lotvA, from Hid TviJiclary
Committee, reported a bill /of the benefit of Hlanton
Duncan. In reiereuee to property in Louisville, tiy,
Alter some discussion, Messrs. McK.ee and Mulunh
opposing the bill, it was, on motion of Mr. Scofielp,
laid on tflc (Able.

« - ftffi **w YORK BLBCTION FRAUDS.
Tho morning hour mTrtn* expired, thei resolution

offered yesterday by Mr. l-u"*'re.UC(p /°r JK'®
arrest of nenry Johnson, who hJ". refused to obey
the summons of the select coinmitu'^ unine New

election frauds, came up for actK «H
some discussion between Messrs. Lawrence, K.°, .

Kerr an I Dawes touching the frauds committed
both political parties In New York, and also as to
tho materiality of the evidence sought to lie ob-
mined, which Is, that a number of names had beea
put on the poll list by the democratic poll clerks,

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT AND SUI'FRAOE.
The House then, at two o'clock, resumed I he con¬

sideration of the constitutional amendment, and
was addressed by Mr. Kklley, (rep.) of Pa., In its
advocacy.
Mr. Kelley said that the doctrine of Cong, agonal

control of suffrage, as enunciated la the speech of
Mr. Doutwei). and in the bill reported by 'he judici¬
ary Commdtco, was no new doctrine to htm. Threo
years ago, upon tho Door of the House, he had advo¬
cated (hat doctrine, though but few at that tirno
were ready to give it countenance, and had support¬
ed it by reference to the same weighty authorities
which hud i> -en cited hi the preacut debate. Tho
proceedings of tho Federal Convention of 1787, as
well as of the several state Convention® by which
tticf constitution wo.® ratified, showed that the uiti-
mn.e action of congress over tlic question of
satolge la the Stabs was clearly under¬
stood by tho founders of the government
as vested iu Congress by the coustltuilon,
as was bc-iitvcd by them to be a power essentia l/
necessary for the preservation of the government,
lu lull view of this construction, publicly avowed
while the constitution was under consideration, that
instrument had been adopted. Amendments pro-
nosed by several of the States for »he purpose of
abridging or alioKshing this Important Congre-®lofial
authority were rejected by the first Congress which
assembled under the constitution, that body de¬
clining to subml' any such amendment. This Con
gresetonal power sttll retained full vitality in spite of
adverse state action and judicial decision. A power
so fundamental as this could never lapse by non-
use. Congress should not hesitate tn the present
emergency to Interveno for the purpose of remedyingthe inequality and injustice pi actised b* "li-itj of thtf
states with rerereuce to suffrage. iletMr. Kellejl
was in fkvor of the proposed bin, while lie was also
tn favor of placing the measure bey ond cavil by a
constitutional amendment.
Mr. Bhki.i.abarhkr, irep.) of Ohio, next addressed

the House lu support of the substitute which hg
offered the other dsr to ihe constitutional r.menu-"
nient.the distinction iwing that the ,ubstnuto
allows the disfranchisement of those wfio have been
engaged In rebellion, while '(||0 original resolutiou
does not; and. -¦ tUai* the ouglDAl resolution
would t lie eslab'lUhmeut of property or :dii-
eationaT qualifications. The colored race, be
could be virtually dlUfrfilicUlsSd by a nm?f
iirmwrtv or iDti'llliffDCtt ft coii'llil^U fjo»IT#jjC, nil 1

'McU law would not bo forblUileubytU^ PWPgWKl
S?,wereUrU°whv Turn such pSm
Mooted atThis tfiffie! The proposition was In Itself
eo emtneutly nglit Tn Its relations to the ooiutltu-
tionthat Itoou a not isli to recommend itself to

w^iit mind That government was not a gov
erumen?at Si which h*l not within Meclf toe power

lug du'aSu. WOne 'reason why It should be
il'b.nted now was, that this propo»itlon once snb-StttedVSe Coiigrs*. by a two-tuirds vow to the
Sales waa irrevocable umess by a like iwo-UHrds
vote and would be pending until withdrawn or
ratified' aud If a State Legislature refused to ratliy
ti the people could elect another legislature In har¬
mony with the voice of the people of lite republic.
It would be dishoaorahle lu Coogreee to Insist on re¬

taining a policy in me reconstructed Ststss wbicl It
reninso to iDc.tlcsl' against the olbsr .ststes.
Mr. BtNontts, (rep.) of Ohio, concurred entirely

with his colleague touching the objocihniabjo !ca-
ture tn the measuro reporte<l by Mr..Uooiwe'l. Ih'J-'
It ail aristocracy of properly might b# ssisbiiahC'i.

OOHTIMOED oFtRTfrH TAOS


